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After news that my application was accepted by SGSP and after regulation of all necessary documentation,
I was very excited about my trip to Warsaw and continuing studies at the prestigious Polish institution in the
field of fire safety and emergency management. I arrived on the 23th February 2018 and stayed there until
to the end of June 2018. I can describe this experience as the best part of my studies and in the following
report you will find out why.
At the Main School of Fire Service (Szkoła Główna Służby Pożarniczej) I was listening to four subjects:
”Chemical and Ecological Rescue“, ”Civil Protection“, ”Crisis Management“ & ”Forest Fire Protection“ and
passed
all
of
them
successfully
with
the
highest
marks.
I’m
very
thankful
to my professors: Zdzisław Salamonowicz, Tomasz Zwęgliński, Adrian Bralewski, Rafał Wróbel, Anna
Szajewska for sharing their knowledge and experience with me and helping me to gain some new
knowledge and to understand civil protection and fire & rescue system in Poland and
in European Union.
On the 17th March 2018 I was a participant of the ”Open Day“ at SGSP with other ERASMUS students (from
Ukraine and Serbia). We were promoting ERASMUS Programme with our Erasmus Coordinators and also
watched some prepared exercises at the schoolyard demonstrated by uniformed students and firefighters.
As a part of activities for the subject ”Civil Protection“, on the 19th March 2018, I visited Air Medical Service
(Lotnicze Pogotowie Ratunkowe) of Warsaw with other SGSP students. The aim of this trip the was visit
of the training base, learning how this service works, what rescue tasks are, acting and role in emergencies,
what vehicles-aircrafts they have, we were in a chopper simulator, etc.
Apart from regular classes with mentioned professors, I was on a students’ trip to the factory in Puławy
(Grupa Azoty Zakłady Azotowe ”Puławy“) on the 6th April 2018 with other students from SGSP. This was one
activity of the subject ”Chemical and Ecological Rescue“. It was a very useful visit and I can say that I was
amazed with the size of that factory and everything that I saw.
In addition to regular activities during the studies, which included lectures from the mentioned subjects and
student visits, I participated in some other events which I will describe in the further part of my report.
I had the opportunity and the honor to attend the Promotion of the Officers (Promocją Oficerską) as a guest
and to see this unique event, which is something special in the life of every student-firefighter. It was held
on the 5th May 2018 at the Piłsudski Square (Plac Marszałka Józefa Piłsudskiego) and there were Polish
President Andrzej Duda and Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki and a lot of important people from the
Government and people who are in charge for fire safety. It was able to see the exhibition of the firefighting
vehicles (both modern and old ones), a parade of the firefighters in different uniforms, and there were a lot
of firefighters from all over Poland. Really nice and special event, where I met some great people.
It looks like the month May is reserved for firefighters every year. Almost a week after the Promotion of the
Officers, National Firefighters’ Day (Dzień Strażaka) was marked. On the 11th May 2018, I had the

opportunity to attend this event and see how SGSP usually marks it and to make a comparison with Polish
firefighters how National Firefighters’ Day in Serbia is being marked.
On the 9th and 10th May, I was a participant in a conference held at SGSP. It was organized by the IPMA –
International Project Management Association. It was a great experience - I gained some knowledge about
project management from Polish experts and it is important to me because I have the subject/exam
”Project Management“ at my master studies, that I need to pass soon. As a practical part of the conference,
organizers took us to the ”Smoke chamber“, to show us how students-firefighters are being trained in full
protective equipment with a high psycho-physical load. We also visited the ”Laboratory for simulations
of crisis situations“, where a lot of multimedia technology is used and „Safe home“, a part of the school
where usually kids are being educated but also toddlers can learn how to make their home safer place for
living, how to prevent fires or what to do in case of fire, also how to evacuate themselves.
The Main School of Fire Service was a host for the conference called ”DRIVER+“ (DRiving InnoVation in crisis
management for European Resilience) held from the 21st to 25th May 2018. I participated in some activities
during a few days and it was really great to meet a lot of experts from different countries and different
services/organizations. The most interesting part for me was when I was in some kind of crisis management
center where I can see how it works, because I am studying ”Emergency management“ and I hope one day
I will be a member of something like that.
I also visited Local BEST Group Warsaw, located at the Warsaw University of Technology (Politechnica
Warszawska). BEST is the abbreviation for Board of European Students of Technology and that is the
students’ organization which member I was in my city for a few years and organized some events. It was
nice to meet some interesting students and share experiences gained in our organizations.
Except professors, my dear colleagues and friends Jake and Cris deserve a big amount of gratitude. Two
wonderful students-firefighters who were always available for me when I needed some help with my studies
or anything else, always ready to help and to give useful advices. I’m sure these Straż guys - Jakub
Składowski and Krzysztof Rodak - will be in a group of the best firefighters one day. Other studentsfirefighters also had willing to help and to talk about their experience with studies and interventions,
to show me the garage and firefighting vehicles, fire department… after meeting all of these great people,
I’m pretty sure that Poland is safe and Warsawians can sleep calmly, because SGSP is educating and training
firefighters who will take care of the citizens in the best possible way.
Some special days of my living in Warsaw are those I spent educating and sightseeing with four professors
from my Faculty and one my friend. They came to Warsaw also because of ERASMUS, to participate in some
activities for one week ( International Erasmus+ Week, KA 107) I was very happy because it was very nice
to meet Serbian people over here after a long time. I was their touristic guide through Warsaw, so I tried
to show them this beautiful city on the best way and they really liked it.
Apart from studying, I used free time to get to know better Warsaw and its history, tradition, architecture,
customs, so I visited a lot of different museums, monuments, parks, and other interesting places, because
this capital city has a plenty of them. I can also say I traveled lengthwise-and-crosswise across Poland and
visited a lot of cities. What I would point out is that during one my round trip, I visited one nice place
connected with my studies - Central Firefighting Museum (Centralne Muzeum Pożarnictwa) in Mysłowice.
In the end, when my family, friends from Serbia or from other countries, professors, and colleagues ask me
if I can shortly describe my experience in only one sentence, I usually say: SGSP, Warszawa and Polska
generally stole my heart. I will come again, for sure, to visit other nice places and to meet with my friends,
because now, while I’m writing this report and when everything is over, ten days after leaving Poland, I can
say I already miss everything. I didn’t regret that I applied and spent more than four months in this beautiful
country and I will always advise students to participate in Erasmus programmes and also my friends to visit
Poland as tourists.

